Unstable Nuclei

Stable nuclides form a narrow white band on the Chart of

the Nuclides. Scientists produce unstable nuclides far from this
band and study their decays, thereby learning about the extremes
of nuclear conditions. In its present form, this chart contains
about 2500 different nuclides. Nuclear theory predicts that

there are at least 4000 more to be discovered with Z < 113.



